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EDITORIAL 

During the past four weeks these two incidents crossed my desk:- 

https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/midwest/2022/08/08/679062.htm 

https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/us-agency-probes-tesla-crashes-killed-

motorcyclists-87998914 

 

and, yes, I know these incidents were in the States, however, I find it 

worrying when various organisations would appear to be welcoming 

Autonomous Vehicles (AVs) onto British Roads (***see various in ‘websites 

you may want to visit’).  If these vehicles do not recognise more slimline 

outlines then that means not only motorcyclists are in danger but also 

cyclists, pedestrians, electric scooters! 

 

Personally, so far as AVs are concerned I don’t see the point.  Surely 

anyone using the roads in a motorised vehicle must be proven competent to 

hold a licence and if that is the case why would you want to hand over 

control to a piece of electronic equipment.  If you want to drive, then 

drive! 

To drive/ride you have to have your full attention on the road and its 

conditions and surely the autonomous facility is likely to make drivers more 

complacent and lazy resulting in a lack of concentration with the inevitable 

outcome in accidents or deaths. 

I don’t profess to be of anything other than average intelligence but even I 

can figure out that to allow these vehicles onto the roads without the 

facility to recognise vulnerable outlines is a matter of due diligence and 

corporate neglect on the part of the manufacturer.  And pandering to the 

wishes of such manufacturers when their vehicles are not proven to be 

100% safe for all road users is not a ‘get out of jail card’. 

In the US I believe having dedicated lanes for AVs is being muted.  

Maybe, for a country the size of the States, that’s a viable option but for 

GB – no way is there enough room. 

Whilst I’m on my soapbox and on an entirely different subject, you’ll see an 

article on possible 20mph on rural roads in Surrey!  Now, locals who are 

used to their rural roads possibly think its safe to negotiate the roads they 

know well faster than someone unfamiliar with them and the 60mph limit is 

probably excessive depending upon a specific road but a blanket 20 is, in 

my humble opinion, totally over the top.  Each road should be assessed on 

https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/midwest/2022/08/08/679062.htm
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/us-agency-probes-tesla-crashes-killed-motorcyclists-87998914
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/us-agency-probes-tesla-crashes-killed-motorcyclists-87998914
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its own merits.  Surrey is my old stomping ground, roads which I cut my 

teeth on as a rider, 20 on every rural road – do me a favour. 

By the time you get your October copy of Network MAG will have held its 

Annual Group Conference in Leeds.  Hope to see you there. 

Ride free,  AG. 

 

Copy deadline for the October edition is 25th September.  Subject heading: 
Network to aineg@mag-uk.org  

 

POLITICAL REPORT by COLIN BROWN & LEMBIT OPIK 

 

By the time you read this, we’ll have a new Prime Minister (or are 
just about to). The two candidates have talked about transport-
relevant policy areas, and one of them has hinted at a more mature 
approach towards eco-policy. This and other times are covered in 
this month’s Politician Unit report, ably presented by MAG’s 
Director of Communications and Public Affairs, Lembit Öpik and 
MAG’s Director for Campaigns and Political Engagement, Colin 
Brown. 

 

Operation Earthquake 

 

As promised last month, we’re going to tell you more about the way MAG intends to garner 
support for a serious seismic shift in political attitudes towards private transport. You’ll recall 
that the steering group for the Transport Reality group discussed how to make the 
preservation of petrol and diesel vehicles a key consideration in future elections, after Neil 
Liversidge, MAG’s Chairman, explained MAG”s position on the matter. 

In possibly the most radical campaign ever run by MAG, Operation Earthquake will be 
launched at MAG’s forthcoming Annual General Conference (AGC) on Saturday, 24th 
September, 2022. We intend to ensure that no candidate in the country can ignore the 
public’s concerns about authoritarian diktats from Westminster or elsewhere about how and 
what we ride. To quote Neil: ‘nobody should consider themselves guaranteed a safe seat.’ 
And it’s not going to be parties, but the position on private transport, that will determine their 
chances of winning.   

So, here’s the teaser. Come to the AGC on 24th September 2022 in Yorkshire, and hear the 
whole story. There are no secrets in the campaign. There’s no ‘black ops’ aspect to this 
initiative. Indeed, it’s quite the opposite. We will expose the positions of politicians publicly 
and give them the chance to benefit from a. Common sense approach.  

Even if you’ve never come to a MAG AGC before. Please come to the next AGC on 24th 
September 2022. If you can’t find the details, get in touch with the office and we’ll be happy 

mailto:aineg@mag-uk.org
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to provide them. What matters now is we’re driving the transport agenda. Politicians can run, 
but -form the electorate – they can’t hide. 

 

London MAG holds summit with senior politician 

 

Keith Prince, one of the most senior politicians in the Greater London Assembly, travelled to 
the ACE Café to meet representatives of London MAG. In a full and frank discussion, 
everything from low traffic neighbourhoods to the insanity and social injustice of the Ultra 
Low Emissions Zone (ULEZ) was covered. Indeed, Mr Prince announced his intention to 
abolish the ULEZ if he can muster the political momentum to do so – a commitment that was 
well received by the group.  

Looking forwards, Keith Prince also shared how he thinks the London agenda will be 
influenced by forthcoming elections. We need the right people in the right places to 
represent bikers, and road users generally, if we’re going to get more sensible policies.  

More to follow on this, and the Mayoral selection process for who stands for the 
Conservatives will be happening later this year. MAG will be asking candidates for this and 
the other parties for their views – because we have a right to know what is being proposed 
on behalf of taxpayers in London, when almost all of them are directly affected by the often 
counter-productive antics of traffic planners in the London bureaucracy.   

 

FEMA/MAG negotiations continue 

 

After a series of high level meetings between MAG and FEMA, primarily involving MAG’s 
Vice-Chair Ian Churchlow and MAG’s Director of Communications and Public Affairs Lembit 
Öpik, a further decision on FEMA’s position regarding the banning of petrol motorcycles will 
be taken in September 2022.  

You’ll recall that Mr Churchlow presented a comprehensive defence of petrol motorbikes to 
FEMA in a Denmark conference earlier on in the year. This was followed up with a further 
on-line debate. The matter will be brought to a head later this summer, and it will be crunch 
time. FEMA must decide if they’ll respect the overwhelming view of their membership, or 
cave into some sort of a ban. Yes, that’s a politically charged statement, but for a democratic 
organisation, when the science and the public opinion point the same way, it’s hard to see 
why FEMA. – or anybody else – could hold out for a virtue-signalling ban instead of a 
common-sense defence of liberty.  

 

Media movement 

 

Lembit has once again been able to promote MAG on the airwaves, once again proving we 
can do it if we really try. Others including the Alliance of British Drivers, Fair Fuel UK and the 
transport and environment guru Brian Catt, have joined the growing chorus challenging 
idiotic claims by others that we urgently have to ban privately owned internal combustion 
engines.  

And here’s the usual plea; raise riders’ rights by phoning local radio stations and simply 
writing to the local media. You can achieve a massive amount simply by doing these things. 
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Let Lembit know if you’d like to get any clarification on how to do any of this. He’ll be 
delighted to assist in any way.  

 

CEBR report on economic consequences of transport changes almost ready to 
launch  

 

In September, 2022, the CEBR research group will present its findings on the probable 
impact of government policy towards changes to what we are allowed to ride and drive on 
the British economy and household expenditure. As mentioned last month, we believe this is 
the bigger report of its kind ever jointly commissioned by MAG, and should alter the political 
landscape for transport policy.  

We’ve had interest from at least two other organisations in August to potentially cover the 
findings. When the time comes, we’re asking you to share the findings with your local and 
Parliamentary politicians. When it comes to serious research, they can run but they can’t 
hide. This will also tie into the important work we’re doing on Operation Earthquake. In line 
with this initiative, a full summary of the research findings will be shared at the MAG AGC in 
September 2022. 

 

Next Prime Minister – good or bad? 
 
MAG will make a prediction – not on the basis of hope, but on the basis of having an ear to 
the political ground. Liz Truss is likely to be elected by the Conservatives as the next Prime 
Minister. She has indicated a willingness to do the right thing, and we anticipate this also 
covers environmental policy. Witness her promise to stop green levies, at least temporarily. 
Once the next PM is in post, MAG will approach her and her team for an honest chat about 
the future. This is the right and responsible thing to do. We’ll also reach out to her 
appointees, whoever they may be, in relation to our own campaigns about riders’ rights. 
We’ll let you know how we get on. 

If you happen to live in Liz’s constituency, please let Lembit know. We’d love to talk with you 
about what we can do together to respectfully influence her policy commitments to transport. 
As a constituent, you have a unique opportunity to reach out to her. Let’s not waste it.  

 

Bus Lanes – another opportunity wasted? 

 

Sadly, the bus lanes petition appears to have stalled at a little under 14,500 signatures.  The 
petition will expire on 11th October so without a concerted effort we are unlikely to reach the 
100,000-signature threshold.  This is disappointing when over a million riders stand to 
benefit from this simple policy change.  The deadline has not passed yet, so there is still time 
to promote the petition, and needless to say MAG will not give up on persuading local 
authorities on a foot-by-foot basis to give us access. 

Remember anyone can sign but if nobody else does we have no chance of getting a national 
level solution.  If you are passionate about this issue please do what you can to get more 
signatures. 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/614294  

 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/614294
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Theft figures continue to rise 

 

It is increasingly evident from social media and what hard data we can gather that 
motorcycle theft is on the rise again.  Colin has been working with MAG members in 
Edinburgh where the fact that Police have been able to make 22 arrests in about two months 
gives a clear indication of the problem.  Colin has also had approaches from a number of 
Police Forces who are concerned about the rise in their area.  Yes – that is police forces 
coming to us, not the other way around.  MAG will accept that there is sense in riders taking 
additional precautions to protect their property, but we will be firmer in demanding that the 
police do the job they are required to do in terms of protecting us from criminal activity.   

The Tory leadership contest resulting in a caretaker government has hindered getting 
Ministerial access but we are fully prepared for a new push as soon as new MPs get their 
feet behind Ministerial desks. 

 

Self-driving vehicles on a motorway near you as soon as next year. 

 

In another worrying announcement, the Government have unveiled plans for self-driving 
vehicles to be legalised by 2025 with trials beginning next year.  As with all subjects of this 
complexity the devil is in the detail and Colin has been reading 142 pages of government 
plans and 315 pages of Law Commission reports containing 75 recommendations.  For MAG 
it all boils down to a simple question – are these vehicles going to make the roads more or 
less safe for motorcyclists?  We have no issue with progress, but EuroNCAP testing of 
capabilities when interacting with motorcycles won’t kick in until 2023.  Additionally, Colin 
found The Law Commission report points out that current generation “Event Detection 
Recorders” which monitor whether self-driving vehicles have had collisions “will not record 
collisions between a vehicle and something of much lower mass, such as a motorcycle or 
pedestrian”.  It seems therefore that riders are more than justified in having concerns.   

It should not escape anyone’s notice that the initial trials will be conducted on motorways.  
Motorways are accessed by just one vulnerable road user group – us.  We are quite literally 
going to be the only VRU guinea pigs in these trials. 

Colin will be knocking on doors, demanding meetings and scrutinising every last sentence in 
regulations and proposals to ensure that motorcyclists are protected at all points on this 
technological journey. 

 

20mph on rural roads? 

 

You may have seen articles in the press about proposals being made in Surrey to introduce 
lower speed limits on rural roads.  As always details are unclear and clickbait headlines 
abound, but there is a real prospect of limits as low as 20mph being imposed.  Colin has 
contacted Surrey Council to determine the full facts – which are far more complex than some 
headlines report.   

MAG takes a dim view of overregulation and there does appear to be a severe helping of 
just that coming.  The speed limits will not be uniformly set at 20mph, but there is unlikely to 
be any stretch of road unaffected by some degree of restriction in the trial area.  We would 
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rather see education than legislation, so Colin will report back on his findings as the story 
unfolds. 

Do you live in the affected area?  Have you contacted local councillors or MPs on this 
subject?  If so, Colin would like to hear from you. 

 

MAG PRESS RELEASES 
 

MAG asks Essex Police to promote Filter Friendly campaign 
5/8/2022 
 
The Motorcycle Action Group ((MAG) has asked Essex Police to amend their advice to 
motorcyclists not to filter through traffic, branding it dangerous and counterproductive to road 
safety.  
 
MAG’s activist network picked up the offending post on the Essex police Facebook page 
where it was drawing a large volume of complaints from bikers. Within a matter of hours, 
MAG asked Essex Police to amend their advice with MAG National Chairman, Neil 
Liversidge, writing directly to Essex Chief Constable Ben-Julian Harrington QPM.  
 
Neil stated:  
 
“Nobody doubts for a second the genuineness of Essex Police’s intentions, but this is bad 
advice and needs changing immediately. There is a certain type of car driver - and all of us 
who ride motorcycles have encountered them - that hate motorcyclists and are envious of 
our ability to make progress through traffic jams while they sit and stew. These are the 
people who see us coming in their mirrors and reposition their cars to block us. For the 
police to say, “it’s dangerous, don’t do it," runs the risk that the ‘haters’ will feel justified in 
their behaviour and after they have knocked us off, will point to the police advice and say, 
“It’s your fault – the police have warned you.”  
 
The advice also risks poisoning the minds of magistrates, Judges, and potential jurors who 
might, in the future, sit on cases where a car driver has knocked off a filtering biker.  It may 
even lead to bias amongst police officers themselves, and CPS prosecutors.  
 
MAG’s ‘Filter Friendly’ campaign https://www.mag-uk.org/filter-friendly/ has been developed 
in conjunction with officers in Northamptonshire Police who assisted us in making the video 
and support the campaign.  We have been particularly grateful for the support of Nick 
Adderley, Chief Constable of Northamptonshire Police, and NPCC lead for motorcycling, for 
his enthusiasm and assistance. Hopefully, Essex can talk to Northants.” 

 

MAG demands evidence riders will not be put at risk by self-driving 
vehicles. 19/8/2022 
 
The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) is extremely concerned by today’s announcement that 
self-driving vehicles could be allowed on UK motorways as soon as next year.  With Eu-
roNCAP testing of detection and reaction to motorcycles only scheduled to start in 2023, 
MAG wants evidence that motorcyclists will not be placed at risk.  
 

https://www.mag-uk.org/filter-friendly/


8 
 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has today unveiled plans to allow self-driving vehicles to 
be rolled out on UK roads by 2025.   Some vehicles, including cars, coaches and lorries, with 
self-driving features could be operating on motorways in the next year.  Today’s (19 August 
2022) plans set out new legislation allowing for the wider rollout of self-driving vehicles by 
2025.  
 
Announcements were made in October 2021 that EuroNCAP will start testing driver support 
systems in cars, such as Autonomous Emergency Braking and Lane Support Systems, on 
their performance in detecting and reacting to motorcyclists from 2023.  
 
The Motorcycle Action Group has long expressed concerns that detection systems do not 
adequately cope with motorcyclists.  In 2016, research by RDW (the Netherlands Vehicle 
Authority) showed that cars with an innovative driving system, such as an adaptive cruise 
control, were capable of noticing motorcycles, but when motorcycles rode at the edge of 
their lane, the adaptive cruise control did not respond well to them. In many tests, action had 
to be taken by the driver of the car to prevent a collision.  
 
MAG Chair, Neil Liversidge, commented:  
 
“It is a source of great concern that - once again - the interests of motorcyclists are an after-
thought.  Years of development of these systems have not taken sufficient care of motorcy-
clists’ interests. Whilst the elimination of driver error may be a laudable goal, it is of no inter-
est if that error is simply replaced by automatic incompetence.  We will be holding the Gov-
ernment and authorities to account and demanding to see genuine evidence that these vehi-
cles will not place riders at higher risk than human drivers do.  Given that independent test-
ing is yet to commence, I find it hard to understand how the Minister can be so confident that 
the roll-out is sensible at this time.”  
 
ENDS  
 
Contact MAG at 01926 844 064 or central-office@mag-uk.org  
 
Notes for Editors  
 
Government announcement here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-driving-revolu-
tion-to-boost-economy-and-improve-road-safety  
 
RDW research here: https://www.femamotorcycling.eu/wp-content/uploads/Final%20Re-
port_motorcycle_ADAS_RDW.pdf  

 

mailto:central-office@mag-uk.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-driving-revolution-to-boost-economy-and-improve-road-safety
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-driving-revolution-to-boost-economy-and-improve-road-safety
https://www.femamotorcycling.eu/wp-content/uploads/Final%20Report_motorcycle_ADAS_RDW.pdf
https://www.femamotorcycling.eu/wp-content/uploads/Final%20Report_motorcycle_ADAS_RDW.pdf
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Remember last month’s article “When did motorbikes become 
cars?”.  The piece covered the ‘one size fits all’ when it comes to 

lowered kerbs for access to off road parking for two wheelers.   

Well this is the response:- 

 

They apologise for the time but less than 6 weeks and we have a result, big thankyou to 
Karen at Medway council. her answer to the motorcycle drop kerb below -  

  
''Please accept my apologies for the amount of time that has passed since our last 
communication. I just wanted to give you both an update on our vehicle crossing policy 
review. 
  
As with all policy changes, they have to go through the formal channels to obtain the 
necessary approval, so the recommendation that we make provision for applications for 
motorcycles has been supported by Highways and is now just awaiting formal sign off from 
our Director and Portfolio Holder. 
  
I anticipate this to be within the next couple of weeks, after which we can publish our new 
revised policy and guidance documents. 
  
In summary, we have recommended motorcycle crossings to comprise of one flat and two 
taper kerbs and we have not specified any restrictions on the size of parking area required 
for them within a property frontage. 
  
Once these changes have been accepted, I will be back in contact with you both. 
 
 
Julian Quinton 

 
 

FEMA 
 

No mandatory motorcycle inspections in France 

FEMA News:  July 27, 2022  
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It’s official: the French decision to impose a mandatory technical inspection for motorcycles 
on 1 January 2023 is definitely buried. 

 

At the invitation of the Minister delegate in charge of transport, 
Clément Beaune (see picture), a working meeting was held on 
Tuesday 26 July 2022 at the ministry in the presence of the 
President of the FFM, Sébastien Poirier and the National 
Technical Director, Caroline Castillo, as well as for the FFMC, 
Didier Renoux, General Delegate and Céline Aubrun, Coordinator 
of the national FFMC office.  
 

The wait was long, but it is here: the introduction of the periodical 
technical inspection for motorcycles is repealed. Understand that 

the decree of August 2021 imposing a mandatory technical inspection for powered two-
wheelers from 1 January 2023 will not take place, because it is cancelled by a new decree. 
The decree “Removes the obligation of a technical inspection of motorised vehicles with two 
or three wheels and motorised quadricycles (categories L)”. 

 

The FFMC (French Federation of Angry Bikers) and the FFM (French Motorcycling 

Federation) have been working for this victory for more than ten years. 

 

The European directive of 2014 offers the possibility of derogating from the technical 
inspection for powered two-wheelers if measures promoting the road safety of powered two-
wheelers have been adopted. Six alternatives had been sent to the European Commission, 

some of which have already been effective since this year. 

 

• Conversion bonus (up to €6,000 without income conditions) for the purchase of an 
electric two-wheeler (including the retrofitting of thermal motorcycles) or a very low-

polluting one. 

• Installation of sound emission control radars and penalties for non-approved and/or 
tampered exhaust pipes. 

• Better communication on the safety of two-wheelers, particularly in terms of equip-

ment. 

• Include the issues related to two and three wheels in the Departmental Road Safety 
Action Plans. 

• Integration of the issue of the safety of powered two-wheeler users when passing the 
B permit and adding a program on maintenance, eco-driving and noise when passing 
the A1 and A2 permits. 

• Reinforcement of the protection of users thanks to the signalling of blind spots on 
heavy vehicles. 

 

Source: www.motomag.com, FFM and FFMC 

Top photograph courtesy of moto-station.com 

This article is subject to FEMA’s copyright 

 

 

https://ffmc.asso.fr/
https://www.ffmoto.org/
https://www.motomag.com/
https://www.femamotorcycling.eu/index.php/about-us/copyright-statement/
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MCIA 
 

July Powered Two-Wheeler Registration Figures  
MCIA News: 5th August 2022  
 

July registration figures for motorcycles, 
scooters, and other L-Category vehicles 
have today been released by the 
Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA), 
with July registrations down 11.4% on the 
same month in 2021. 

 

The first seven months of 2022 are now 
tracking at a positive 6.3% up, year to 
date, compared to the previous year. 
Within this figure, there is noticeable 
growth from many key segments but with 
a particularly strong performance in 

Adventure, Custom and Touring styles. 

 

Whilst electric Powered Two Wheelers (e-PTW) are occupying 5.7% of the market, it’s clear 
that internal combustion engine (ICE) registrations remain strong.  The MCIA document 'A 
Journey to a Brighter Destination' highlights the many benefits of leisure riding, of which a 
large proportion are large capacity petrol motorcycles. Despite this, motorcycles contribute 
minimally toward greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Tony Campbell, CEO of MCIA said, “With the Department for Transport having released its 
long-awaited consultation to phase out the sale of new petrol motorcycles by 2035, MCIA 
continues to focus on consulting with members to ensure our collective opposition to the 
recommended 2035 phase out date is acknowledged. 

 

Today’s statistics, whilst not surprising, underline the importance of ensuring manufacturers of 
large capacity petrol motorcycles are given realistic dates to prepare for the phase out of new 
non-zero emission motorcycles”. 

 

More details about July registration figures can be found here. 

Please credit MCIA when quoting this information. 

 

Registrations of motorcycles and mopeds in largest markets 
remain stable in the first 6 months of 2022  

MCIA: 22 Aug 2022 

https://www.mcia.co.uk/initiatives
https://www.mcia.co.uk/initiatives
https://u21734078.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=K6xsYVt5lgo3W9dColtu-2FkXuWklpZP3KqpZInCNpOXXHkOcExb32XSDw7LkAird9Mcgsl5TelU7vu-2B6YPNmZ-2BA-3D-3D-kcw_eHgn452qQnas0no-2FYAWm-2B-2FSymEMfaxGtBZa9yzhqKju1gUR5CbYYB7K4zSHksEoxKUGx8a4k0kV4xYbIj4rN2MnOtXUSlYwL38WifdmzBy0WHhYY4dYtf2XE-2F7cj-2Fe2OqjDYte04EsvUOidNscFhKS-2BDVbraQhPfqvxHDTTWSvNVBpgPBjjecXKvy1jJG-2FTgNBG7wC-2FFAb44AIqje4nGtA-3D-3D
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Registrations of new motorcycles in five 
of the largest European markets (i.e. 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain and UK) 
showed a slight decrease of 0.5% 
(532,980 units) during the first six 
months of 2022, compared to the same 
period of 2021 (532,460 units). 

Some of the largest European 
motorcycle markets registered 
increases, including Germany (117,800 

motorcycles registered, +1.7%) and Spain (91,870 units, +10.7%). Registrations decreased 
in France (108,000 units, -6.4%), Italy (161,500 units, -2.8%) and the UK (532,980 
motorcycle registered, -0.5% compared to the same quarter of 2021). 

 

The moped segment performed slightly better during the six months of 2022. Moped 
registrations reached a total of about 134,500 units in the six largest European moped 
markets (i.e. Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Spain). This represents 
an increase of 1.0 % in comparison to the first six months of 2021. 

 

Quote 

Commenting on the current situation of the sector, Antonio Perlot, ACEM Secretary General, 
said: 

“In recent months, two-wheeler sales have been affected by logistic disruptions at 
international level. This led to a backlog in vehicle deliveries in several European markets. 
Sales were also affected by rising energy costs and inflation, higher interest rates and broad 
economic uncertainty.” 

 

“That said, registrations for mopeds and motorcycles in Europe remained stable in 
comparison to the first half of 2021. Due to their relatively low purchasing and running costs, 
two-wheelers have fared much better than other private means of transport.” 

 

“We will know whether 2022 was a good year for our sector, when the aggregated figures for 
the first nine months of the year become available.” 

 

Documents available to download 

ACEM - Statistical press release - January - June 2022 [PDF] 
ACEM - Statistical press release - January - June 2022 [XLS] 
ACEM - Statistical releases - FAQ [PDF] 
ACEM - Statistical releases - Glossary [PDF] 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.acem.eu/images/publiq/2022/ACEM_statistical_release_-_Jan_-_June_2022.pdf
https://www.acem.eu/images/publiq/2022/ACEM_statistical_release_-_Jan_-_June_2022.xlsx
https://www.acem.eu/images/ACEM_statistics_-_FAQ.pdf
https://www.acem.eu/images/ACEM_statistics_-_Glossary.pdf
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Operation Earthquake has started, so now is the time to do some 
action. 
 
I’ve started it in Cumbria with my own MP Mark Jenkinson but the prize is to get a meeting 
with Trudy Harrison MP. Who is a Minister for Transport (Decarbonisation) and that’s why 
MAG needs your support by sending an email to your MP to apply a bit of political pressure. 
 
Below is the email that I have sent: 
 
(Title) A request for a meeting to discuss the answers to the below questions. 
 
Mark Jenkinson MP and Trudy Harrison MP, 
 
I thought that I would try something different and write a joint letter. So I'm writing to Mark 
Jenkinson MP on the behalf of MAG members and motorcyclists within his constituency and 
this is possible because I live within Mark's constituency. 
 
I am also writing to Trudy Harrison MP as a local MP and as Transport Minister too on the 
behalf of MAG members and motorcyclists who live within Trudy's constituency too. 
 
A couple of weeks ago I phoned Trudy Harrison MP office to arrange a meeting as per a 
conversation on Trudy's Facebook page but sadly I haven't received any response and that 
because I don't live in the Copeland constituency is how the conversation went. 
 
So now I'm asking for a meeting with Trudy Harrison MP on the behalf of David Wilkinson- 
(address redacted). 
 
Who will also be present as a motorcyclist and Conservative Party Member too. 
 
So below there are four questions that we would like to ask both MP's and to arrange a 
meeting to discuss your responses. 
 
1. If your case worker team receive multiple correspondence on motorcycle issues from your 
motorcycling constituents i.e. MAG template emails. Would you consider writing an open let-
ter on the West Cumbria MAG Facebook page? 
 
2. What are the governments predicted timelines with the current transport consultations? 
 
3. With the governments current proposals for the electrification of personal transport: 
(a)Do you think that the electorate will support the government current proposal? 
(b)Do you think that MP's will lose their constituency seat due to the pending I.C.E. ban set 
at 2030? 
 
4. What advice would you give to your constituents if they wanted to oppose the 2030 I.C.E. 
ban proposal? 
 
We look forward to your reply. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Michael Armstrong 
 
Cumbria MAG Regional Rep and National Political Officer. 
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So what we would like you to do is send something similar to your own MP. The first two 
question are tailored to my own MP’s (so you can ask your own questions if you want to) but 
we need everyone to send the last two to see how the government will react and pass on 
your replies to me or your Political Officer. 
 
On a final note; if you are a keen MAG activist and au fait with Facebook, come and join the 
National MAG Political Group. Details below. 
 
Kind regards, 
Michael Armstrong  
National Political Officer and 
Cumbria MAG RR. 
cumbria-region-rep@mag-uk.org 
 

 

All motorcycles should be ‘fully exempt’ from ULEZ charges 

 
 
 
TfL is being urged to ditch plans to continue charging motorcyclists for riding in the 
Capital’s ultra-low emission zone (ULEZ), regardless of whether it is expanded. 

 

Under the terms of the ULEZ, riders of L category vehicles (motorcycles, mopeds, motorised 
tricycles and quadricycles) which fail to meet Euro 3 emissions standards have to pay 
£12.50 a day to ride in central London. 

 

This is the same charge that car drivers have to pay. 

 

TfL is currently consulting on plans to expand the ULEZ to cover almost all of Greater 

London from August 2023. 

• RELATED: Boroughs hit out against ULEZ expansion 

 

The NMC says motorcycles get little mention in the consultation other than to confirm that 

TfL plans to continue charging riders £12.50 a day under the expanded zone. 

 

The NMC argues, regardless of whether the ULEZ is expanded, motorcycles of all types 
should be fully exempt from ULEZ charges, as is the case across Scotland and in other 

areas. 

 

It stresses that the majority of motorcycles, regardless of their size and age, can be shown to 
emit negligible levels of NOx – making it ‘unreasonable that they should be charged at all, 

much less at the same rate as cars’. 

 

Craig Carey-Clinch, NMC executive director, said: “Motorcycles offer positive benefits in 
terms of lower emissions and reducing congestion. 

 

mailto:cumbria-region-rep@mag-uk.org
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2022/may/tfl-seeks-views-on-expanding-world-leading-ulez-london-wide
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2022/may/tfl-seeks-views-on-expanding-world-leading-ulez-london-wide
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/boroughs-hit-out-against-ulez-expansion/
https://www.uknmc.org/news/national-motorcyclists-council-opposed-to-motorcycle-charges-in-london
https://www.uknmc.org/news/national-motorcyclists-council-opposed-to-motorcycle-charges-in-london
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“They should be included positively in transport plans as part of the future of transport as we 
move towards a cleaner and greener future – particularly as on average, motorcycles 
produce far lower CO2 emissions than cars. 

 

“The NMC is calling on TfL to ditch their plans to continue charging motorcycle riders under 
ULEZ and urge them instead to enter a positive dialogue about the benefits and 
opportunities that motorcycling offers to the future of London’s transport policy.” 

 

 

 

Surrey to introduce 20mph speed limits on rural roads 

 

 

Surrey County Council has announced plans to reduce the speed limit on some rural 

roads from 60mph to as low as 20mph, in what is thought to be a UK first pilot. 

 

First reported by the Highways Magazine and covered by LocalGov.co.uk, the council says 
the pilot is an “important opportunity” to improve road safety. 

 

The pilot area covers 80 square miles in the south of the county, from Guildford to Dorking. 

 

It will see some roads reduced to 30mph limits and others 20mph – depending which is 

“most appropriate”. 

 

Matt Furniss, Surrey County Council cabinet member for transport, infrastructure and 
economy said: “This project is an important opportunity for us to improve the safety of our 
rural roads in the south and southwest of Surrey and ensure that the most appropriate speed 
limit is applied to each. 

 

“Most rural roads in the area are still subject to the national speed limit of 60mph, which is 

inappropriate for these types of roads. 

 

https://www.localgov.co.uk/UK-first-as-Surrey-plans-speed-reduction-trials-on-60mph-roads/54651
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“Evidence suggests that implementing lower speed limits should reduce the number and 
severity of road collisions, whilst also helping to support our active travel programme, 
improve air quality, and address concerns over excessive vehicle noise.” 

 

Surrey did not provide details of when the trial would begin at this stage. 
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WEBSITES YOU MAY WISH TO VISIT 
 

GEM: Ride smarter this summer: We urge motorcyclists to put safety first  
https://www.motoringassist.com/news/ride-smarter-this-summer-we-urge-motorcyclists-to-
put-safety-first 

 
ETSC Opinion: The USA is collecting data on crashes involving ADAS systems. Why isn’t 
the EU?  
https://etsc.eu/opinion-the-usa-is-collecting-data-on-crashes-involving-adas-systems-why-
isnt-the-eu/  
 
RSGB: Motorcyclists encouraged to ‘ride smarter’ this summer  
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/motorcyclists-encouraged-to-ride-smarter-this-summer/ 
 
Official Statistics: Linking police and fire road collision data: an initial feasibility study  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/linking-police-and-fire-road-collision-data-an-initial-
feasibility-study 
 
The Highway Code (Last updated: 27 July 2022)  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code 
 
NMC: National Motorcyclists Council Opposed to Motorcycle Charges in London  
https://www.uknmc.org/news/national-motorcyclists-council-opposed-to-motorcycle-charges-
in-london 
 
Consultation outcome: Allowing non-physical guided transport modes to be authorised by a 
Transport and Works Act order (Last updated: 29 July 2022)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/allowing-non-physical-guided-transport-
modes-to-be-authorised-by-a-transport-and-works-act-order 
 
RSGB: National Highways trials ‘UK-first’ mobile detection technology  
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/national-highways-trials-uk-first-mobile-detection-
technology/ 
 
NCE: Legislation update will open door for autonomous public transport options  
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/legislation-update-will-open-door-for-autonomous-
public-transport-options-02-08-2022/  

RSGB: Rise in illegal mobile phone use “concerning”  
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/rise-in-illegal-mobile-phone-use-concerning/ 
 
RSGB: All motorcycles should be ‘fully exempt’ from ULEZ charges  
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/all-motorcycles-should-be-fully-exempt-from-ulez-charges/ 
 
Statistical data set: Motorcycle riding test data by test centre (Last updated: 18 August 2022)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/motorcycle-riding-test-data-by-test-
centre 
 
***Policy paper: Connected and automated mobility 2025: realising the benefits of self-
driving vehicles  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/connected-and-automated-mobility-2025-
realising-the-benefits-of-self-driving-vehicles 
 
***Thatcham Research Comment: Self-driving revolution to boost economy and improve 
road safety  

https://www.motoringassist.com/news/ride-smarter-this-summer-we-urge-motorcyclists-to-put-safety-first
https://www.motoringassist.com/news/ride-smarter-this-summer-we-urge-motorcyclists-to-put-safety-first
https://etsc.eu/opinion-the-usa-is-collecting-data-on-crashes-involving-adas-systems-why-isnt-the-eu/
https://etsc.eu/opinion-the-usa-is-collecting-data-on-crashes-involving-adas-systems-why-isnt-the-eu/
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/motorcyclists-encouraged-to-ride-smarter-this-summer/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/linking-police-and-fire-road-collision-data-an-initial-feasibility-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/linking-police-and-fire-road-collision-data-an-initial-feasibility-study
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code
https://www.uknmc.org/news/national-motorcyclists-council-opposed-to-motorcycle-charges-in-london
https://www.uknmc.org/news/national-motorcyclists-council-opposed-to-motorcycle-charges-in-london
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/allowing-non-physical-guided-transport-modes-to-be-authorised-by-a-transport-and-works-act-order
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/allowing-non-physical-guided-transport-modes-to-be-authorised-by-a-transport-and-works-act-order
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/national-highways-trials-uk-first-mobile-detection-technology/
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/national-highways-trials-uk-first-mobile-detection-technology/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/legislation-update-will-open-door-for-autonomous-public-transport-options-02-08-2022/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/legislation-update-will-open-door-for-autonomous-public-transport-options-02-08-2022/
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/rise-in-illegal-mobile-phone-use-concerning/
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/all-motorcycles-should-be-fully-exempt-from-ulez-charges/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/motorcycle-riding-test-data-by-test-centre
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/motorcycle-riding-test-data-by-test-centre
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/connected-and-automated-mobility-2025-realising-the-benefits-of-self-driving-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/connected-and-automated-mobility-2025-realising-the-benefits-of-self-driving-vehicles
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https://news.thatcham.org/pressreleases/thatcham-research-comment-self-driving-
revolution-to-boost-economy-and-improve-road-safety-3198569 
 
Guidance: E10 petrol explained (Last updated: 22 August 2022)  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e10-petrol-explained 
ACEM: Registrations of motorcycles and mopeds in largest markets remain stable in the first 
6 months of 2022  
https://www.acem.eu/registrations-of-motorcycles-and-mopeds-in-largest-european-markets-
remain-stable-in-the-first-6-months-of-2022 
 
RSGB: “Far too many drivers” don’t’ feel safe on smart motorways  
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/far-too-many-drivers-dont-feel-safe-on-smart-motorways/ 
 
***RAC embraces driverless revolution  
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/rac-embraces-driverless-revolution/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAG  Central Office: 

MAG, Unit C13, Holly Farm Business , Honiley, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 1NP.                           

Tel: 01926 844064   Fax: 01926 844065   Email: central-office@mag-uk.org 

Executive Officer Julie Sperling exec@mag-uk.org 

Membership Administrator Position Vacant membership@mag-uk.org 

Director of Communications 
& Public Affairs 

Lembit Öpik 
public-affairs@mag-uk.org 

Director of Campaigns & 
Political Engagement 

Colin Brown 
campaigns@mag-uk.org 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

National Chairman Neil Liversidge chair@mag-uk.org 

National Vice-Chairman Ian Churchlow vice-chair@mag-uk.org 

National Finance Officer Position Vacant finance-officer@mag-uk.org 

Network Co-Coordinator Anne Gale aine@mag-uk.org  

President/TheROAD Editor Ian Mutch theroad@mag-uk.org 

National Research Officer George Legg glegg@mag-uk.org 

National Political Officer Michael Armstrong 
cumbria-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

National Reps Liaison Officer Position Vacant nrlo@mag-uk.org 

National Clubs Liaison 
Officer 

Position Vacant clubs-officer@mag-uk.org 

Events (Shows and Stands) Position Vacant events@mag-uk.org 

Director of TMAGL Jane Carrott central-office@mag-uk.org 

Director of TMAGL Ian Churchlow central-office@mag-uk.org 

Director of TMAGL Neil Liversidge central-office@mag-uk.org 

Director of TMAGL Selina Lavender central-office@mag-uk.org 

https://news.thatcham.org/pressreleases/thatcham-research-comment-self-driving-revolution-to-boost-economy-and-improve-road-safety-3198569
https://news.thatcham.org/pressreleases/thatcham-research-comment-self-driving-revolution-to-boost-economy-and-improve-road-safety-3198569
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e10-petrol-explained
https://www.acem.eu/registrations-of-motorcycles-and-mopeds-in-largest-european-markets-remain-stable-in-the-first-6-months-of-2022
https://www.acem.eu/registrations-of-motorcycles-and-mopeds-in-largest-european-markets-remain-stable-in-the-first-6-months-of-2022
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/far-too-many-drivers-dont-feel-safe-on-smart-motorways/
https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/rac-embraces-driverless-revolution/
mailto:MAG,%20Unit%20C13,%20Holly%20Farm%20Business%20,%20Honiley,%20Kenilworth,%20Warwickshire%20CV8%201NP.%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Tel:%2001926%20844064%20%20%20Fax:%2001926%20844065%20%20%20Email:%20central-office@mag-uk.org
mailto:MAG,%20Unit%20C13,%20Holly%20Farm%20Business%20,%20Honiley,%20Kenilworth,%20Warwickshire%20CV8%201NP.%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Tel:%2001926%20844064%20%20%20Fax:%2001926%20844065%20%20%20Email:%20central-office@mag-uk.org
mailto:exec@mag-uk.org
mailto:membership@mag-uk.org
mailto:public-affairs@mag-uk.org
mailto:campaigns@mag-uk.org
mailto:chair@mag-uk.org
mailto:vice-chair@mag-uk.org
mailto:finance-officer@mag-uk.org
mailto:aine@mag-uk.org
mailto:theroad@mag-uk.org
mailto:glegg@mag-uk.org
mailto:cumbria-region@mag-uk.org
mailto:cumbria-region@mag-uk.org
mailto:nrlo@mag-uk.org
mailto:clubs-officer@mag-uk.org
mailto:events@mag-uk.org
mailto:central-office@mag-uk.org
mailto:central-office@mag-uk.org
mailto:central-office@mag-uk.org
mailto:central-office@mag-uk.org
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Director of TMAGL Steve Wykes central-office@mag-uk.org 

Director of TMAGL Position Vacant central-office@mag-uk.org 

Director of TMAGL Position Vacant central-office@mag-uk.org 

Regional Reps 
British Independent Islands 

 
 
Position Vacant 

british-independent-islands-
region-rep@mag-uk.org 

Cumbria Michael Armstrong 
cumbria-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

East Anglia Position Vacant 
east-anglia-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Eastern Position Vacant 
mailto:eastern-region@mag-
uk.org 

East Midlands Position Vacant 
east-midlands-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Greater London Position Vacant 
greater-london-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Herts & Essex  Position Vacant 
herts-essex-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Lincolnshire Alex Bridgwood 
mailto:lincolnshire-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

North East Dave Wigham 
north-east-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

Northern Ireland Martyn Boyd  
northern-ireland-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

North Wales Position Vacant 
north-wales-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

North West Position Vacant 
north-west-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

Scotland Steve Wykes 
scotland-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

South East Steve Mallett 
south-east-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

Southern Tim Peregrine  
southern-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

South Wales  Phil McFadden 
south-wales-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

South West Position Vacant 
south-west-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Thames Valley Peter Seymour 
thames-valley-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Western Anne Gale 
western-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

West Midlands Position Vacant 
west-midlands-region-
rep@mag-uk.org 

Yorkshire Steve Travis 
yorkshire-region-rep@mag-
uk.org 

OTHER CONTACTS 

MAP Ltd: Yorkshire region 
event organiser 

Pete Walker maphq@maphq.karoo.co.uk 

Official MAG merchandise Position Vacant central-office@mag-uk.org 
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mailto:scotland-region-rep@mag-uk.org
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The MAG Foundation – 
Trustee contact 

Rory Wilson info@mag-foundation.org 
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