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Introduction
The Motorcycle Action
Group (MAG) has long
campaigned for the need for
a more robust response to
motorcycle theft. The
National Vehicle Crime
Working Group has openly
stated that it is prioritizing
the theft of cars and vans.

Motorcyclists widely feel
that there is insufficient
attention paid to the issue
of motorcycle theft.
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This report sets out to
demonstrate that
motorcyclists are making a
reasonable request when
asking for an improved
response to the issue.
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Executive Summary
MAG has analysed reported motorcycle theft data on an annual basis for
the last four years. Previous analysis has focused exclusively on
motorcycle theft on a geographical basis using police force territories as
the geographical framework.
For our analysis of thefts for the 2021 calendar year we have changed the
format to consider relative levels of theft of motorcycles and cars.
Our analysis has demonstrated the level of uncertainty in all previously
reported figures.
For the 2021 analysis we asked for theft figures broken down by the
standard Department for Transport (DfT) vehicle type categories (namely
Cars, Motorcycles, Light Goods Vehicles, Heavy Goods Vehicles, Buses and
Coaches, and Other).
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Of the 45 Police Forces contacted for Freedom of Information Act
Responses, we received complete responses from 28 forces. Twelve
forces gave partial responses covering only the total number of reported
thefts. Their recording systems were unable to provide a breakdown by
vehicle type within the legal confines for time and cost. Four forces
refused the FOI requests entirely on the time and cost basis, and one force
has failed to respond at time of this report.
Of the 28 forces that provided breakdown by vehicle type, 26 included a
category of “unknown” where the vehicle type was not recorded. On
average across the 28 forces 14% of recorded thefts were listed with the
vehicle type as ‘unknown’. There was a wide range of uncertainty by
individual force from 0% to 76%.
For the purposes of our analysis, we assumed that the breakdown of
unknown vehicles would be the same as for the known ones and adjusted
the figures accordingly.
The final calculation carried out was for cars and motorcycles stolen per
1000 licenced cars and motorcycles in each force area. This then allowed
calculation of any difference in the risk of theft between cars and
motorcycles.
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On average 1.9 cars were reported stolen for every 1000 licenced cars.
The range of theft rate for cars was 0.3 to 6.3 per 1000. It should,
however, be noted that only one force area returned a result over 2.2
thefts per 1000 registered cars.
By contrast 20.0 motorcycles were reported stolen for every 1000 licensed
motorcycles. The range of theft rate for motorcycles was 1.6 to 60.8
thefts per 1000 licenced motorcycles.
The average relative risk of theft across the 28 force territories was thus
found to be 11 times higher for motorcycles than for cars. Once again
there was a wide range of relative risk for motorcycles across the 28
territories from 3 to 35 times more likely.
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Data
Vehicles by force territory

We extracted data from DfT table VEH0105 for licenced vehicles at the
end of Q4 2021.

.
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Reported thefts

This data was requested from each of the 45 territorial police forces in
the UK. The requests were worded as follows:
Please supply the number of reported offence code 48 offences (Theft
or unauthorised taking of motor vehicle) for the period 1st January 2021
- 31st December 2021 (inclusive) in your force area.
Please break the total figure down by vehicle body type as defined in
DfT transport statistics: i.e. Cars, Motorcycles, Light Goods Vehicles,
Heavy Goods Vehicles, Buses and coaches, Other vehicles (Includes rear
diggers, lift trucks, rollers, ambulances, Hackney Carriages, three
wheelers and agricultural vehicles). Ref DfT statistics: Table VEH0101:
Licensed vehicles by body type (quarterly): Great Britain and United
Kingdom)
Of the 28 forces that supplied a breakdown by vehicle type, the
breakdown did not match the requested categories. Thus, cars were
often variously listed as saloons, coupes, sports etc, motorcycles as
scooters and mopeds. There was therefore some recategorization
carried out by MAG to reassign reports into the requested nationally
recognised vehicle body types.
The cleaned data received from the 28 forces that supplied full details is
set out below:

.
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Adjustments

The ‘unknowns’ were distributed amongst the defined categories equal
to the proportion of known vehicle types on a force-by-force basis.
The adjusted data is shown below:

.
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Risk calculation
The risk of a theft for cars and motorcycles was determined by dividing
number of vehicles reported stolen by the number of licenced vehicles
(in 1000s) of that type in each force area. The results are shown below.
Note the figures for the Metropolitan Police Force and City of London Police are
combined to a single result for London.
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Key Findings
Motorcycle Theft
20 motorcycle thefts were reported per
1000 licenced motorcycles in the UK in
2021

Car Theft
1.9 car thefts were reported per 1000
licenced cars in the UK in 2021

Relative Risk
Motorcycles were 11 times more likely
to be stolen than cars in the UK in 2021
Motorcyclists were the victims of over
25% of all motor vehicle thefts in the UK
in 2021
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Recommendations
Better Reporting
The lack of a consistent reporting procedure making vehicle theft
analysis viable at a national level needs to be addressed as a
priority.

Adjusting priorities
Motorcycle theft must be prioritised as a specific focus for the
National Vehicle Crime Working Group and all its partners.
Whilst it is clear that there is a good deal of variation from
territory to territory it is evident that motorcyclists are
disproportionately affected by vehicle theft. As a minority group,
riders feel that their interests are neglected. In light of the
difference in exposure to this crime, a greater focus must be
placed on this particular aspect of vehicle crime. Motorcycle
thefts comprised over 25% of all the vehicle thefts in our sample
data. Motorcycle theft cannot continue to be treated as a minor
issue.
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Contact

Colin Brown

Director of Campaigns and Political Engagement
Tel: 01926 844064
Email: campaigns-coordinator@mag-uk.org
Web: mag-uk.org
Address: Unit C13, Holly Farm Business Park,
Honiley Warwickshire, CV8 1NP
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