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Off-road racing and riding could be banned unless YOU act 
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The Motorcycle Action Group has backed the Motor Cycle Industry Association’s 

attack on a European Commission edict that could end motorcycle sport. 

MAG is urgently appealing to riders across the UK to contact their Member of Parliament 

and help prevent the effective banning of competitive, off-road riding of all kinds in the United 

Kingdom.  

‘The threat comes from a European Union Directive,’ explains MAG’s Director of 

Communications & Public Affairs, Lembit Öpik. ‘It would require all mechanically propelled 

vehicles to get full third-party motor insurance to cover injury, damage and loss, on public 

and private roads or land. By changing what’s called the ‘Motor Insurance Directive’ (MID), it 

could end competitive riding in the UK and EU.’ 

The extreme threat arises from a single legal case regarding liability (known as the ‘Vnuk’ 

Judgment). Its consequences would be disastrous because insurance firms would find it 

economically impossible to insure competitive off-road riding activities, given the realities of 

damage to machines, collisions and all the elements which are the essence of competitive 

racing. This could more or less wipe out these sorts of events. The MCIA estimates that this 

could terminate activities involving over 1.7 million spectators and 55,000 riders annually, at 

over 4000 off-road and track events. This latest move stems from a broken commitment by 

the EU to resolve this issue. British Government officials have stated they oppose this 

unjustified measure. 

Tony Campbell, CEO of the MCIA said: “In the UK alone, motorcycle sport is estimated to be 

worth £1 billion, which rises to around £11 billion across all forms of UK motor sports. We 

strongly support UK Government efforts, but our message is clear – whatever the outcome 

of these new proposals Government must take action in order to avoid the catastrophic 

damage that will be inflicted on Motorsport across the board if this ruling turns into law – 

even if this means defying Brussels.” 

Lembit adds: ‘The UK Government has actively supported efforts to remove this threat to off-

road riding and racing. Please contact your MP, asking them to write to Chris Grayling, 

Secretary of State for Transport, to ensure the UK Government will honour its pledge to 

ignore this draconian and virtually pointless directive from the EU Commission.’ 

 Contact MAG at 01926 844 064 or central-office@mag-uk.org 
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