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Motorcycle Action Group National 

Police Force Bike Theft Rankings 

 
This is the third annual publication of the Motorcycle Action Group’s National Police 

Force Bike Theft Rankings. This publication covers data for reported thefts of 

motorcycles in 2020. 

The data is obtained via Freedom of Information requests lodged with all 45 territorial 

police forces in the UK.  We continue to be unable to secure data from all contacted 

Police Forces. 

 

With the world-wide Covid pandemic and lockdown measures taking place throughout 

all four nations of the UK, 2020 was a far from normal year with respect to crime.  As 

with many other crimes the total number of motorcycle thefts nationally showed a 

significant decrease.  The average theft rate fell from 19 per 1000 registered 

motorcycles in 2019 to 13 per 1000 registered in 2020.  The national average is 

calculated on Police National Computer data, not reported thefts totalled from the FOI 

responses. 

London remains by far the worst affected area with 8138 thefts.  A surprise result 

places Gwent as the second worst ranked police force in the UK.  The 2020 theft rate 

for London was 69 per 1000, but for Gwent the rate has more than doubled from 14 

per 1000 in 2019 to 35 per 1000 in 2020.    

It should be noted that for a second year Greater Manchester Police have failed to 

provide data.  We have received data for Wiltshire and South Wales for the first time 

this year, but the significant holes in the data from Manchester, Scotland, Hampshire 

and Thames Valley are disappointing.  
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City of London and Metropolitan Police are combined due to the small geographical 

area covered by City of London. 

 

Ranking is by number of motorcycles reported stolen divided by number of 

motorcycles registered in the force area.  This is to provide a fair ranking system for 

forces with varying geographical and population jurisdictional size. 

 

UK RANKING BY POLICE FORCE 
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Reduction of thefts as a percentage of registered motorcycles. 

 

 

MOST IMPROVED 2019-2020 
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The following forces failed to respond with the required information: 

 

 Greater Manchester Police 

 Hampshire Police 

 Police Scotland 

 Thames Valley Police 

 

 

 

The process of collating these data for 2020 has continued to reinforce the view that 

confidence in the accuracy of reported motorcycle theft data is low. 

 

We caution against placing great store in data changes whether laterally from force to 

force or longitudinally from year to year within a force area.  

 

Questioning of data for Hertfordshire led to claims by the force that the initial data 

supplied was in error.  This data was then replaced after a lengthy process of 

reapplying for a separate Freedom of Information request with figures that were 

demonstrably inconsistent with previous years’ data.  We have provided data in this 

report from the initial response which appears more credible in the context of previous 

responses but fails to answer claims made by the force that motorcycle theft had 

reduced during 2020 in line with the national average.  Both sets of data demonstrated 

a year on year increase from 2019 to 2020. 

 

In a similar vein the data supplied by Gwent appears to be suspect due to the notable 

increased theft rate reported which appears beyond statistical probability compared to 

the average national picture.  We will be investigating Gwent’s data further subject to 

co-operation by that force. 
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