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2 August 2022

Dear Chief Constable
| am writing concerning your online advice to motorcyclists not to filter, screenshot enclosed.

Certainly, there are dangers involved in filtering, but there are dangers involved in every on-
road activity by all concerned, drivers of all kinds of vehicles, pedal cyclists, horse riders et al.
| appreciate you have made this statement in good faith but saying that “Filtering is dangerous,
don’t do it” is unhelpful and may even create additional risks for road users.

| have been riding motorcycles on UK public roads for 41 years. All those who have contacted
me to complain about your message are similarly long-time motorcyclists. We have all used
filtering for our entire lives as motorcyclists and fully intend continuing to do so. Itis legal.

There is a certain type of car driver, and all of us who ride motorcycles have encountered
them, that hate motorcyclists and are envious of our ability to make progress through traffic
jams while they sit and stew. These are the people who see us coming in their mirrors and
reposition their cars to block us. Whatever, it's an occupational hazard, and we have all come
across them. The majority of drivers, however, see us coming and make way, which is what
I myself do when driving my car.

When you say, “it's dangerous, don’t do it," you run the risk that the ‘haters’ will feel justified
in their behaviour. These will be the people who, after they have knocked us off, will point to
your advice and say, “Il's your [ault — the police have warned you.” Your advice also risks
poisoning the minds of magistrates, Judges, and potential jurors who might, in the future, sit
on cases where a car driver has knocked off a filtering biker. It may even lead to bias amongst
your own officers and CPS prosecutors.

As | have said, | do not doubt your good faith. Unfortunately, though, your message is
dangerous and counterproductive. You would not dream of issuing advice to women not to
go out in short skirts and low-cut tops for fear of coming to harm, and neither would you think
of advising BAME individuals to avoid the less diverse parts of your force area. Putting the
onus on bikers to stay safe by denying them the ability to safely execute a legal manoeuvre is
no more acceptable. Can we therefore please suggest that you amend it as below.

The Motorcycle Action Group Ltd (MAG) formed in 1973 is a civil rights organisation dedicated
to influencing political decisions and social attitudes for the benefit of motorcycling and
motorcyclists. MAG is Registered in England as Company Number 8848806 and has its
Registered Office at Unit C13, Holly Farm Business Park, Honiley, Kenilworth CV8 1NP.



“It is perfectly legal for motorcyclists to filter through traffic jams so long as, like
everyone else, they exercise due care and attention. Car drivers who use their
mirrors before manoeuvring should see filtering motorcyclists and allow them to
pass. Deliberately blocking bikes by pulling into their path is an offence
(inconsiderate driving at the very least) and can often be dangerous. Please look
out for motorcycles and let them pass. They aren't slowing you down. |f more people
rode motorcycles instead of driving cars the roads would be less congested.”

| appreciate you are making your best efforts toward the common goal of road safety.
Unfortunately, the ever-present risk posed by the law of unintended consequences makes this
issue more complex than people realise until they sit down and think about it.

Can we also please request that you promote MAG's ‘Filter Friendly’ campaign, link here;
https://www.mag-uk.org/filter-friendly/. Your fellow officers in Northamptonshire Police and
Bikesafe assisted us in making the video and support the campaign. We have been
particularly grateful for the support of Nick Adderley, Chief Constable of Northamptonshire
Police, and NPCC lead for motorcycling, for his enthusiasm and assistance.

| thank you in anticipation and look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,
Heil

Neil F Liversidge
National Chairman, The Motorcycle Action Group Ltd

The Motorcycle Action Group Ltd (MAG) formed in 1973 is a civil rights organisation dedicated
to influencing political decisions and social attitudes for the benefit of motorcycling and
motorcyclists. MAG is Registered in England as Company Number 8848806 and has its
Registered Office at Unit C13, Holly Farm Business Park, Honifey, Kenilworth CV8 1NP.



N\

“-2A21010N) OVIN PI1JSIaPPNH E

sdnoJ9 3A110Y A|1U203y

IV @235

$0J0Ud

210\ 335

dnoig o} 2|doad ppy

slaquiawl /EZ'Y

‘seale Buipunosins
pUE 3JYSHIOA Ul SISPLI 3]19A21010

Jnogy

Xx9ss3buInIaSpuUYDbUin9l0Id#
"MO[aq Y210 'XassJA1ojeSpeoytaunS# Uo UollewlIojul alow o4

"S9|2IYdA
pajoaym-om) Ajjeloadsa ‘ajes ale s1asn peod ||e ainsus 0} ‘ubiedwed
Xx9ss3jAiajespeoylawwing# uno poddns 0} auoAiana Juem am Aym s,jeyl

"Il Op },uop 'snosabuep si Buuayji4

"91e| 00} S,}I |luUN noA aas jou Aew A3y} ‘saue| buibueyo a10jaq
JoJiw J1vy) paxoayo j,uaaey Aayl §| “puiyaq wod) wayy buiyoeoidde
NOA 93s 10U Aew SaL1I0| pue S1ed Ul SUDALIP ‘,3|0IYaA,, J3jjews e sy

‘9SIOM 10

painful Buiagq NoA ul }nsal pinod d14jell 8y} ybnoday) Ja)1) 0} UoISIoap JNoA
INg ‘BulAnow aq 0} WSS 1,Usa0P Jey) d144el) Jo ananb ay) Aq pajeJisnly
190 ||e ued am 18)009s-9 10 3|2AD |epad ‘8]0A21010W e U0 a1,N0A Jayloym

"Op ued Japul e sbuly) snosabuep ysow ay)
JO auo s}l Ing "sied payjied jo wel o1jje) 2yl ybnoayy 18114 pue dn paads
01 Bundway s} ‘'s|@aym om}] Uo a1,noA pue dn syoeq o14jel] ayl Usymm
®©-u9
€3 © 991|0d X9ss3

***9U0 SIY} UO SPIOM 10} 1SOT

(E]-w/
"1sod e paieys ajiyM pieyory

SIaply 21USHIOA Ul Yoleas







